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Mission Work in Alberti 


A11 icrtn iff one vast* sloping plateau; l.yiiif' 
mi the eastern side of the Hocky Mountains, 
Sloping, down, tiH it spreads north anil oast, 
from a\ in on n n Ititurlofi. of 4,0(10 to 2,000 feet, 
above son-level. This. vast extenh.ipf npoun- 
" f^wni’ toUS82, haiKnoc'ffrSiiii'pljVcalleu “a 
of the North: Whst, /Territories,’ Tit 
I TO), Laird 'Lairne ' and Her Roy SI 11 igU- 
ness, Princess Louise, ,,visited .itho. WeBt, 
.just after the opening of this C.P.R., a'nd, in 
houotof the visit, the territory 'lying nuxt 
Itfye ^{oeTfy^hniiitiuns was called Alberta, hi 
^ The)year lOOn. it^yaa^erented a Province, and 
' ‘ *--1.-iv**£r ijiuce has eirjoved'tho full privileges of ■ 
sOlf-gOVcrnment.. ' ' i 

’ This^Ifbbthill Province has wonderful di- " 
- niciisions, Its length is np'proxiinatoly 750 
miles; its maximum breadth 400 miles, and 
its total area 258,540 square miles. -It is 
estimated' that there are 100,775,200 acres of 
arable land in Alborta. Of this enormous 
extent of country, only one per cent.- of the 
, acreage is under cultivation at this present 
■time. Great Britain and Ireland could be 
laid down twice in Alberta; and then 11,000 
square miles of .the Pruirie Pjoyinee* would 
not bo coydfcd., The.whole Umpire of Ger- 
' many could be spread o,ut (fi\ this Foothill 
division, and t,here would lie just 45,000 square 
miles of, Alberta left’ uncovered.' If this 
Province were as densely populated as. is 
Great Britain to-day, the whole population of 
• the United States, 00,000,000 of people, could 
be domiciled in this one. country, called Al¬ 
berta. 

The climate may be characterised as dry 
. and clear, the sun shining most bf the year 
round. May, .Tune and July 'are usually the 
ntlis of the year.- .The average annual 










, deyliod j’rnvinfe/wheat above it mi cmrl below. 
Natural’, kun- is/fniind i» iiI niniJsinet 1 , - Hcvorn I 
cities, ..sui'li nt/medicinc lint, How island u'ml , 
thiijpiry, ii(mziiiy It iik an illunmiiint. ' Oil 
i* ! XpT>l‘tK i .prpfihcsy' tlm’t' aVIlierln .will one day 
lie one Wfhc richest, nH. Helds in the worl«l. 

In sevpfnl'places in thd'Nnrtti, it'i's reported' 

J if'va been discovered' in njnindunci!. A 
ntii! 'bed ol* ji'k j i'll a 11 . linn beep reported 
’inf;, inintiiiumis to t|in Athabasca River, 
il' Wav' extensive boiiV milt, fifty lyef 'in 
■ tii'n;l<ncss,' iu'i ii' Wirt Smith, on'the noff'liei-n 
'/.frontier.. There, isvalsn timber in abundance 
i .TAi J;li(! eastern slnjipM'of tin* Uoijliy Mountains, ’ 
and nltlhnipli not Jittiiiiiiiij' niiy very preat' 
size ydt, it" linn prh.vOd itself' to , be vory 
vnhia’bTe. j ' 

This, in'shorl, {jives'but un imperfect re- • 

.. slime otVtlie. Wmidorl'ul matprinl_possibilitios 
Mif tiiiA thmtljjll Province. 'Hero'lie millions 
,and millions, of acres of the finest soil in tin 1 . 

■ world, just, awnitinp flic? farmor nnd'liijs ^plow .^ 
in. order to’blossoin into wlioa'f.fiolds that will 
^food .the whole worUk_ Ilore lies, embedded on 
the eastern slopes of’jtlie Rocky Mountains,,/ 
eon I sullieiont tii^supptj' the world witli fmei/' 
for tlie copiinS eontuiiits, jilst, awaiting/fi)e' 
dynamite' iiihd’„ pie-Jf-'of the -minor. Wlrfit/ a 
„ Infill .God has‘;>iyen, to Canadians! // What J 
A wonderful, unthinkable.. possibilities lie 

'• y ' ; /• 

Tji®, POPULATIPN'AOF ALBERTA, . / 

.iTon' 'years »^jo'Ii "careful computation ny- 
sipued fo that phrt of t 
. toriep, jipw called .Alber^rff a' populat.iai 
73,022 indi.yidnals. ’-iJChe,census returns j/ 

«iyo the IVairis, d|roy,iji_ 

- of 37fi#)l'9 s-ouls.'vKast 
people settled in Alberta. 

, fje.e .land in .Alberta C'" 

’politan crcfwd.' In the 
000 applicants for homester 
ties were represented. " 
of any size .or import: 










•. 'Austria; Hungary, 1-CnsHiii, (leyinnny, S\yo(len, 

, Norway, Holland, Ihmumrk,'Franco, Belgium, 
Kwit/.erluijd,' ktmrnnifiii, lluly, frfpliuid,.China/ 
I’otsin, • Turkey, 8pnin, I’ortiigal, dilpau, 
(Ireoco, all Hcnt their representatives to the, 

* ' lands of Alberta. No country in the world, 
however, is sending us such n large nundier 
of settlers as is the United Whites. \ From ul-, 
’most every stale yii tile Union they’lire com¬ 
ing, until it-is estimated 'that 00 per cent, of 
the whole rural population of thy , Province 
lias cyme from south.of the border, .There is 
’a self-.reliahce, and an energy- - about the 
American that usually limited him a first class 
'•farmer. From England, Ireland'and Scotland 
they are coming in large numbers, bringing 
a Solidity and strength’which are exceedingly 
.essential to the building up of ii strong, law- 
abiding nation, 'rite Swedes audl Norweg ; 
inns are,a fine" typo physically, and arc noted' 
for thoif quiet, habits and domesticity. The 
, Itussiails are strong, stew, pknlfljitg'-.people, 
who arc not daunted by reVess'Cad ffor.ever 
elated by success, Tito Merman‘thrifty' 
people; and have the knack of ftiifjfjPv^'the soil 
prbduce rather more tluui it dries in' afty . 
other hands. intellectually, .they rank with 
the Canadians, Americans imd Britishers, 
This, thoil, gives! n hird’s-oye view- of .the 
peoples who.are flocking into this vast West;’ - 
and settling down together yli. tliq. prairies,- 
and it iS out of ;this’ material that wo liavp. 
to build- up a grept Canadian nation. ’ They 
are not the weaklings or the lie 'or-do‘wcels of ' 
any nation that are coming, but the .strong;—--- 
the virile, the daring, who are willing to risk 
and do,_*md dare, for thorns elves and their 
- ..f a mitres. - Wliat- a wonderful opportunity lies , 
before,‘Us'in nation building. . - 

‘ THE, PROBLEM OF ALBERTA. ' ' 

Tjte great problem of the West-is how are 
, we going to weld into one great nationality 
ail those diverse elements that are B flocking 
into this Western land?. How are wejfco make 
out of t.h.j'jie divergent, heterogeneous' masses,.' 














uIni arc sotI ling'ijowu in this Mutiny I'vovince, 
ii' groat, Jlod-I'oiiritig people, established in 
I'ighleonsii'cstp .wIiohc Cl ml iH the- Lordi That • 
iMoui' problem, There is hut, line answer. 'It ' 
^mist ho done th i'oilg h the earnest, persistent,- • 

. ■ in it lit'u I,. |rrem-hing find teaching,' anil living, 
the Gospel (il'J./oaua Christ’. Nothing also nail 
dn'it.. Jillia ia 't,liu task of tlio elniruhorf-of to- 
day. 'J.oolc in a' then at tlio problem from tlio , 
cliui'fft viewpoint, a few hiiooIiiI eases may- he ' 
eiteil. . , ‘ 

la"'Southern Alberta - wo lime our moat 

, dangerous anil inaiilinua foro iinmrs hr -■ 

~jj' Mins of 'the"Mormons. About 20,000 of these 
^“people* are aettloil in that, Jocn'lity. .They are / 
i slowly, hut surely, gripping-' that whole south 
,, country. Karma or tracts of land offered - ftp- - 
sale in the south, are usually purchased, either 
, hy iiidil'idual Mormons, nr tiy the JUormou 
Church, as an organization. ' Because of the 
fact that, the Mormon Church oxiivts titlies, 

•,it, ia becoming enormoualy rich. “Why are-,., 
these people so dangerous !’ ’ is a question fro- 
queatly asked. It is easily answered. 

1.1 I }/ Beeause of their .Theological ; teneta; lah 

- enifae .of- their bfdiyf in a dual God, male and. 
feiiurie, - yqd tlio peculiar hearing that the re¬ 
lationship has upon human life. Jt is the 

- niost awful mixture of heathenism,\fudaism, 
/and Christiaulty, that Inis ever been con- 

'/eeiveil In the mind of iiitiu,' It; is umlpuhte'tlly 
//me of the most abominable frauds ever 
/‘'foisted on humanity in the name'of religion. 

It is built upmi two great pillars,, shall we 
1 say two great faculties off the human per¬ 
sonality, namely, the religious, and sexual. 
Their morality, .or rather immorality, .is the 
direct, outcome of. their religious beliefs 
(0.) Another 'reason why they arc so danger- ■ 
ous is because of their marvellous missionary, 
/-Cal. Ill self-sacrifiop,' real/energy atid -devo- 
I'iotr to their church, tlfdy simply put us to 
.shame. They (ilaflo to have 3,000 missionaries 
in 1 the field lit* the present time. Their avowed 
purpose is to secure Abo balance of power ia J 
parliament imd thus control the laws of the. 






Infill In hiicIi mi c.vt.cnl• ns to l<*(*fiIiv.i*. |ioly 
gamy. Al' tlm jn;i'H(Hil" fniiiiH'ii( they dim' nut, 
npi'lil.v fnj'i'.v ou( flinli' beliefs,'but tlmy frn-- 
i|iii‘)ifly iiinki 1 . st 111uiiiimi 1 ft publicly, to .t.lic 
’ I'll’ci'f Mint’ flii"y» look forwnnl ,'ivith i'|uii't con- 
lidi'iii'i' to Mio ilny when tliny nlinll lic'iihli* to 
iln Hu- ivif limit breaking tlm*luws of the land. 
In nil those Mormon ('initres iVc 1 liuvo, mil* 

• inifi.iiininrii'.s lining tlm ITosI, tlmy I'nn iliidni' tlm 
i• iiR.Mi111 kJjj 11ii«-"i. Tn the iiot'ili land mu' jirol>- 
lem is nf n dUfi'i'cnt Nort. There,‘ w,e, hiivi; 
liiilidred,s, tli dusiilnls, f.i'iiH of tli ousnnils nf 

-peopIfiMi lin . liuVe nnnic fnnn Kiissju. Anstf'in 

_■ nniPnithcr, I'hristi/tn coiintrii*ti in Kuro'po. 
'•['ll I’m 1 people urc foreign in. nppi'iirunco,. 
-foreign i'll' ' In it "Uftwo, mill foreign in ideals. 
Cumjng tTom dark, down-trodden, tyrnnny- 
i'ni'soil couni rips in JOurnpo, ninny of them 
it re nut. nnd nut Nihilists or Aniu'eliists, ■ mid 
Iiilvu brought fo^us for solution problems tlmt 1 
. Im \ o , im if loll tlic'-Jipst s'tntpsini'n rtf Rurope. 
Many of thP.se people are Roman OntHolies, 
nnd are looked nfter by-their own church. 
Many- there •«re, jlerhaps about +0,001). all 
told, who, refuse to 1 be idnssed us Roniab 
Catholics,' and belong to the Independent, 
llleeli Church'. Among these 'peoples tho 
Presbyterian Church Jins lfeeu doing a groat 
work., Jinny of tlmif young men arc.study¬ 
ing' in' Manitoba .(Jollejfo, witi) tile .ministry 
-in } iew, and at the plesent time 'We have 
at work iiiuimg tdieiu twenty-three 'missionar¬ 
ies preaching tlm tlospei tn them in, their own 
,language, .. 'j’his is an exceedingly hopeful 
work, nml ‘one of great promise. There are 
also seveiul Colonies ifl‘ Swedes, Norwegians, 
and Pin In nilefs iin; Alberta* to whom the Pres¬ 
byterian Church Jh ministering. Tile large 
majority-of those are Lutherans in. religion,' 
hut rery easily drop .into the. Presbyterian 
Church when tiieir orvn is not available. The 
■Lutheran Chureh, its a body, 1ms not as yet 
made any real systematic attempt to reach' 
tiieir people in this Province. Among . all. 
those Nortliei'ii-BuVbpe people “there is qujtp 
( n sprinkling'of Atheistic • .Socialists, wllose 



‘A Missionary’s Headquarters 
(Jhuroli. 'IIk’v arc , here, too, from Sunny 
Italy, often with no religion at'all, and a tiit- 
^ter .hatred Ln their hearts against the priests, 
and tile Church as they know it. 

Of course a very large 'proportion of the 
. Westorfi -people belong to. the Anglo-Saxon 
family. Many Americans have come -from 
the We'stern States where religious facilities*' 
■ are few, anil consequently they are indifferent - 
. to all_religious ordinances. This is, Of course, 
by no means true of all of them, as some of 






tin 1 wry licsi, ( liristinn men imil' wnrtioti we., 
Iniye mi then* Western pin inn Imve come J'roiii 
tile I'niteil States. , When mi AinVi-lcn.it is-a 
Cliri dinn, lie IsKusunlly n 'foree'I'm' righteous¬ 
ness in (lie roitpiiOnity where lie dwells. ■ • 

The clmreh hnH also to lonh lifter our follow 
eount rvineie friun the, lOnstrrn, Provinces, unit 
I'roin iiernss'fHie sen,. Sometimes .(.lit* mission . 
urv is Imdly disappointed even with these. 


the Western prniTios’ wit 
eloipieiit.ly ileneilnf upon 'the grnm.l an(P-^oOiI 
things he used to ilo in the oh] lunil, lint some¬ 
how it would seem as if heMuul dvopjieil his 
rnjtjtfinii somewhere in Irmisit, art he has none 1 
of it out, here. However, the large mnjoVity. 
of nil new miners lire ghid to Jirive religious', 
ordinnnees, mid welcome the missionary with t 
open urnm, A very large percentage of tlioke 
coming from the Eastern '.Provinces, ami 
■. front Hoot hind live .Presbyterians^ and have 
to ii(‘ looked, nftciu^by the I’fesfiyterian 
C'hnreh. ThiK, then, is a hasty ghmeefiit the 
problem ns looked n’t from the religious 
angle. WhnJ an opportunity for religious^ - 
work here presents itself! Wlmt^a^-privHpgc 
is ours as a eiiure.liI s 

THE MISSIONARIES OF ALBERTA. 

Wo have how about--On of.them right in' 
this one Province, The most dillicult task, the 
elinreli ut present.,.. has hefort.it, is how -to 
provide a sutlicieitt numlier of men of ■ the 
right stamp to do this work at this important 
crisis in our eountry’s history. The,young 
men of Canada tiro' not coming forward - in - 
anything like sullieient numbers/to fill the 
ranks of the ministry. Ha the pnstf we have, 
been forced, to go abroad •’tt'or a largo per- 
rentage of our missionaries. We havtKre- • 
emited our dejileted .ranks largely, from Scot¬ 
land and Ireland. Many good, .noble, trfle 
men have come from these gland old eouiu*» 
tries to help us in our hour of need; but 
they are’unacquainted with our country, with 
our ni-reds, with our liabits, and it usually 
takes quite a long time to get acclimatized, ' 









Alhei'ln. Iii tlio.su sii mo two years soventuuii 
mission I'lmi'gcH-have no 1 ' 1 ' up to the. aug¬ 
mented status, iukI almost lis many liavu 
gone' to solf-support. In 111(12, when J)r. 
Ilcrdimiii took too reins In Alberta, there 
"'(ire but sewn self-supporting charges; now 
there iii'o, thirty.'' Then, there' were but two 

angimmtpd charges; no’vv 'tiler.. thirty-’ 

three.. Thou,, there were but 1 ,(>S)4 ■ eoiii- 
iiiuiiicants J "ffTl told on' nil the communion 
/ roll; to-day there lire over 10,11(11) rresbyterinii 
communicants'in Alberto. The worth of the 
property of the Presbyterian (Jliurch in 
Alberts- Inis, risen during that time "from 
$86,000 .tpjpv'ar $ I,Oof),000. During the two 
years n^mffil.ned above, 41 new churches' have 
been dOTforteil to t,lie worship of- God,-and 
- 17 now manses have been erected to make the 
ijiissi<>niiri|fs comfortable. In the same-'two 
ears, tint Sundny Schools in Alberta • have 
udvanc.ed 'SO per cent in attendance, anil (ip 
per cent in organizations, and' over 15,000 
people have united with- the church. Surely' 
this tremendous advance,in the work of the 
Kingdom' should make every parson rejoice, 
thank Clod, and take courage. , 

THE OPPORTUNITY OF ALBERTA. 

The country has a certain future. 1^ is 
mlr own country. We are responsible for its 
future. It is now in the making. Our Church 
in the early days lost heavily in the East be¬ 
cause of negleot." We should guard against 
making the same.blunder again. Sp'far,-We 
have more than held our own. Our Church 
has done much for the West, She' must con¬ 
tinue the good work, not-for the sake of the 
. Church,' but for the sake of the Kingdom of 
God- ; ■ ’ • 

Ndw is' the time of opportunity. Ten 
years now. of the right kind of work will 
.inedn fifty years later on., Tile majority of 
."'tile people are ' comparatively new in the 
West..^They' have cut from all their old as- 1 
sedations and in a new laud they are pe-‘ 
culiarly sUseeptibie to the influences of either 





